Perspectives on History: the Guatemalan Coup of 1954



509-299-02 / fall 2012
Tues.-Thurs. 11-12:20

225 Armitage Hall
Professor Lorrin Thomas

429 Cooper St, #100

856-225-2656

lthomas2@camden.rutgers.edu 

office hours: Mondays 10:30-12:30; Thursdays 12:30-1:30; or by appt.

This course trains history majors in the craft of reading and writing history. In most of our reading and writing in this course, we will focus on a tumultuous period in Guatemalan history, the coup of 1954, in which the role of the cold war-dominated United States—its State Department, its Central Intelligence Agency, and major shareholders of the United Fruit Company—was substantial. Using both primary sources (newspaper articles and declassified CIA documents) and secondary sources (which illustrate the changing interpretations of historians over time), we will investigate the motivations for the coup, how it was planned and executed, and what impact it had both in Guatemala and in the United States. Students will spend much of the semester mastering three sets of skills: how to assess the ways historians have analyzed different moments in the past using archival sources; how to perform close readings of documents themselves; and how to write clearly and persuasively about a variety of sources. Students will practice connecting these skills in a 15 page final paper analyzing the origins, outcomes, and impact of the coup. Course requirements also include a variety of short writing assignments that build up to the larger piece of writing, and formal and informal presentations of source analysis.
Readings
books
William Kelleher Storey, Writing History: A Guide for Students (Oxford, 2009)
Schlesinger and Kinzer, Bitter Fruit: The Story of the American Coup in Guatemala (Harvard, 2005)

Cullather, Secret History: The CIA’s Classified Account of Its Operations in Guatemala (Stanford, 2006)
Immerman, The CIA in Guatemala (U of Texas, 1982)

Gleijeses, Shattered Hope (Princeton, 1992)

other readings
Several assigned readings are available via online reserve at IRIS. Items are marked [CR] on the syllabus.
Grading
Attendance and participation







15 points

Short assignments, in-class writing, map quiz, quick presentations of articles*
25 points

Short essays (500 words due Sept. 26; 1000 words due Oct. 24)


15 points

Annotation and 5 minute presentation of primary source, Nov. 7 (Nov. 5)
 
10 points

Presentation of primary source section of final paper


  
 
 5 points

Final paper, first draft, due Dec. 3 [argument summary is part of grade]

10 points

Final paper, due Dec. 17







20 points

*at several points in the semester I will ask each person comes to class with a newspaper article (from the ProQuest Historical newspapers database) relevant to the topic of that week’s reading, and discuss it informally.
About Academic Integrity
Plagiarism is a serious offense that could get you suspended or expelled from this university. Any use of another person’s written work in your written work, without proper citation may constitute plagiarism. I do not hesitate to direct suspected cases of plagiarism to the Dean’s Office. Please familiarize yourself with the “Academic Integrity” section of the student handbook, and ask me about rules and guidelines if you have any questions. 

http://www.camden.rutgers.edu/RUCAM/info/Academic-Integrity-Policy.html
Class Meeting Schedule

Week 1 introductions; Guatemala in the 20th century
Sept. 3 
Course introduction: Latin America and Guatemala in the 20th Century
Sept. 5 
 What happened in Guatemala during the cold war?
Assignment: read Introduction/Foreword/Prologue to CIA in Guatemala, Bitter Fruit, Secret History, and Shattered Hope. 

Due today: Answer (typed, in full sentences) the questions posted on Sakai about each book’s introductory sections. Prepare for map quiz.

Week 2  background: Guatemala’s revolution and the cold war
Sept. 10 
Assignment: read The CIA in Guatemala, ch. 2 “Underdevelopment, Repression, and Revolution”; Bitter Fruit ch. 2 “A Teacher Takes Power”
Due today: Answer questions and summarize argument of each chapter.
Sept. 12
Assignment: read Shattered Hope, ch. 1, “The Era of Ubico”; and Smith, “The Kennan Corollary and Guatemala” [CR] 
Due today: . Answer questions and summarize argument of each chapter.
Week 3  background: the United Fruit Company in Guatemala
Sept. 17 
Assignment: read Bitter Fruit ch. 5, “The Overlord: The United Fruit Company” and Forster, “The Macondo of Guatemala” [CR]
Due today: Answer questions and summarize argument of each chapter.
Sept.19 
How to analyze a newspaper article as a primary source
Assignment:  Read Storey, Writing History, chs. 1-4: “Getting Started,” “Interpreting Source Materials,” “Writing History Faithfully,” and “Use Sources to Make Inferences,” and be prepared to discuss. 
Week 4 background: the cold war U. S. and Guatemala
Sept. 24
Assignment: read CIA in Guatemala, “The View from the North”; and Bitter Fruit ch. 6 “Advertisements for Myself”; 
Due today: Bring in a newspaper article related to the United Fruit Company in Guatemala in the 1940s or 50s.
Sept. 26
Career Center session (meet in regular classroom)
Assignment: read CIA in Guatemala, ch. 5 “From Truman to Eisenhower: The Road to Intervention” 
Due today: Answer short essay question in 500 words.
Week 5 background: the cold war U. S. and Guatemala
Oct. 1  Assignment: read Secret History, ch. 1 “America’s Backyard”; and Shattered Hope, ch. 2 “The Presidency of Arévalo”

Due today: Answer questions and summarize argument of each chapter.
Oct. 3
Library session: Meet in computer lab in basement of Robeson. 
Assignment: Shattered Hope, ch. 3, “The Death of Francisco Arana”
Due today: Answer questions and summarize argument of each chapter.
Week 6 what happened: Operation PBSuccess
Oct. 8 
Assignment: read Shattered Hope, ch. 8 “The Agrarian Reform”
Oct. 10
 Guest speaker (meet in regular classroom): Prof. Richard Immerman, Temple University
Assignment: read CIA in Guatemala, ch. 6 “Project PBSuccess: the Preparation”; and Writing History, chs. 5-7 “Get Writing!”, “Build an Argument,” and “Narrative Techniques”
Due today: Answer questions and summarize argument of each chapter.
Week 7 what happened: Operation PBSuccess
Oct. 15
Assignment: read Bitter Fruit, chs. 7-9: “Operation Success,” “The Liberator,” “The Proconsul” 

Due today: Bring in a newspaper article on events in Guatemala in the spring of 1954.
Oct. 17
Assignment: read Secret History, ch. 2 “Reversing the Trend”; and Shattered Hope, ch.  9, “Revolutionary Forces”
Due today: Answer questions and summarize argument of each chapter.
 Week 8 what happened: whe world was watching
Oct. 22 
Assignment: read Shattered Hope, ch. 11 “The International Conspiracy Against Guatemala”; and Writing History, chs. 8-9: “Writing Sentences in History” and “Choose Precise Words” 
Oct. 24 
Assignment: read Shattered Hope, ch. 12 “The Caracas Conference”
Due today: Answer essay question in 1000 words.
Week 9  what happened: the coup
Oct. 29
Assignment: Read CIA in Guatemala, ch. 7 “Project PBSuccess: The Coup” 
Due today: Bring in a newspaper article on some aspect of this history of Guatemala, anytime between 1944 and 1956, that is most interesting to you—an issue you think you may want to focus on in the primary source section of your final paper.
In class: with partner, work on annotating your two articles: what questions do you need to answer, what additional research do you need to perform to understand everything about the article’s main points, context, and subtext?
Oct. 31
Assignment: read Bitter Fruit, chs. 10-14 [147-226]; Secret History, ch. 3 “Sufficient Means.” Select and begin analyzing set of primary source documents for final paper.
Due today: Submit a list of the primary sources (newspaper articles, declassified documents) that you will analyze in your final paper.
Week 10  what happened: the coup
Nov. 5
Assignment: Read Shattered Hope, ch. 13, “The Agony of the Regime” 
In class: 
Five minute presentations of annotated article
Nov. 7 
Assignment: Read Shattered Hope, ch. 14 “The Fall of Arbenz” 
In class: 
Five minute presentations of annotated article
Due today: Submit annotated article.
Week 11 after the coup; legacies
Nov. 12
 Assignment: Read CIA in Guatemala, ch. 8 “Project PBSuccess: the Legacy”; and Secret History, ch. 4, “The Sweet Smell of Success”
Due today: Submit 250 word summary of argument for final paper, along with finalized list of primary sources to be analyzed.
Nov. 14  
Assignment: Bitter Fruit ch. 15 “The Aftermath” and Afterword; and Shattered Hope, Conclusion. Begin work on primary source presentation.

Week 12:  presentations  of primary sources
Nov. 19 
Assignment: Read Writing History, ch. 10, “Revising and Editing”
In class: Ten minute presentation of primary source section of final paper
Nov. 21 
 In class: Ten minute presentation of primary source section of final paper
Week 13: thanksgiving—no class meetings
. 
Week 14: epilogue/reflection: from past to present
Dec. 3
In class: Ten minute presentation of primary source section of final paper
Due today: SUBMIT FIRST DRAFT OF FINAL PAPER. Drafts will be returned on December 10.
Dec. 5
Assignment: read [Sakai] articles on peace activist Rigoberta Menchu; and Nash, “Limits of Naïveté in Anthropological Fieldwork” [CR]
Due today: Answer questions and summarize argument of each article.
Week 15: conclusions
Dec. 10 Assignment: read [Sakai] articles and debate: Putting the 1954 coup to rest?
FINAL PAPER DUE ON DEC. 17 BY 5 P.M. IN MY MAILBOX
